CH. xxx.                  THE FALL OF DELHI.                          287
For some days they swaggered about, ate and drank.
Then they began to quarrel. Some of their regiments
were loaded with plunder, while others had hardly any.
Between the two there was no good feeling. A dispute
presently arose, what about I never learnt. They nearly
fought, thought better of it, and separated. Half the
force remained where they were, the rest removed to
another parade ground. Meanwhile the mob of fanatics
and refugees began to melt away. The next I heard
was that they had put the bridge of boats together, and
were about to cross the river. At the same time we
Deceived news from Delhi that a pursuing column under
Colonel Greathed had started, and was coming down
through the Doab.
Perhaps this information reached the rebels also, for
they discontinued their preparations for crossing, and
renewed their disputes with each other. The regiments
who had no plunder proposed to obtain some by sacking
the Seths' house. The manager had anticipated some
such intention, and provided against it. He had made
friends with the other regiments chiefly, so I was told,
by heavy bribes to their commanders. These now
inarched their troops down to the city, put their guns
in position, and threatened to open fire on their com-
rades if they attempted to enter. A battle seemed
imminent; somehow it was averted. The regiments
came to terms. The Seths' friends remained where
they were; the others inarched away north to Brindra-
bun. Some thought to worship, others to plunder the
temples. They did neither. They had no sooner
reached it than they returned, and set to work to finish
the bridge.
I received an express to inform me that in all proba-
bility the rebel army would cross the river the next morn-